
The Photo-Atlas of Minerais Version 2.03 

The Photo-Atlas of iVlillemls 
DVD is producecl by the 
Gem & Mineral Council of 
the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles 
County. The project startecl 
in 1992 when project 
developer George Gerhold 
asked the executive council 
of Friends of Mineralogy to 
enclorse the production of 
a vicleo clisk of minerai 
specimen pictures. Lou 
Perloff provided over 2000 
of his minerai slides for 
the project, but funding 
was not obtained. Over the 

next three years George worked with IBM and National Geographic to 
procluce some of the first multimedia CD ROMs, and in 1995, with this 
new experience, he decicled to try again. Help was provided by 
Anthony Kampf, who brought his expertise and his credibility with the 
minerai community. Importantly he also brought financial support via 
the education budget of the Gem and Mineral Council of the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County. The first version was launched 
at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Society Show in 1998. Four updates, at 
roughly 18-month intervals, contained data corrections, aclclitional 

The Photo-Atlas of Minerais Version 2 (2007) The Cem & Mineral Council, Natural 
History Museum, www.nhm.org/pam.US$59.95 plus postage and handling (see 
ad, Elements 3: 126) 

photos, and other refinements. In 2002, technological advances 
allowed work on version 2 to start. A new screen size was chosen, 
photos were reprocessecl at higher resolution, and about 10,000 new 
photos were added. Version 2 was launched early this year. 

The newly releasecl DVD contains 16,000 high-resolution images. 
Coverage is not uniform: for many minerais there are no pictures, but 
for photogenic calcite there Me about 400. Photographs of sorne 1600 
minerai species have been pl'Ovided by several weJl-known photogra­
phers and collaborating photographers, and minerais From more than 
3500 different localities are represented. In order to reach the educa­
tional market, which version 1 did not do to any great extent, crystal 
form and atomic structure drawings (links provided by Steven Weber 
and Robert Downs) were added to this new version. 

A wealth of information is provided on ail minerals, including a pro­
nunciation guide, crystal and atomic structure drawings, the origin of 
minerai names, and tlle standard descriptive and crystallographic data. 
Among tl.le many different features are the ability to add one's own 
images; the possibility of searching by properties, by localities, and by 
chemistry (though this is restricted to one element); and the possibility 
to set up slideshows based on certain criteria (macroscopic minerais, 
gemstones, inclusions, etc.). 
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